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Our audience gives you a large target to reach.
With more than 36,718 readers every day

Source: Google Analytics, Nov. 2021Source: Google Analytics, Nov. 2020
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READER

Thank you,
Carolee Daniell
of Middlebourne

for being a 

News and Sentinel
subscriber.

COVID-19 TRACKER

 Active
County  Cases  Deaths
West Virginia . . . . . . . . . 8,249  . . . . . . . . 5,021

W.Va. Dashboard: tinyurl.com/3rtswezt
Calhoun .................................36 ....................... 9
Doddridge ..............................18 ..................... 12
Gilmer ....................................17 ..................... 14
Jackson .................................82 ..................... 94
Pleasants ...............................37 ..................... 31
Ritchie....................................44 ..................... 22

 Active
County  Cases  Deaths
Roane ....................................69 ..................... 27
Tyler .......................................31 ..................... 25
Wetzel....................................94 ..................... 64
Wirt ........................................27 ..................... 17
Wood ...................................379 ................... 268
 Total Cases
Ohio  . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,743,801 . . . . . . . 27,011
Washington . . . . . . . . . . . 8,767 . . . . . . . . . . 159

COUNTDOWN
TO

CHRISTMAS

17 DAYS
UNTIL CHRISTMAS

MATHENY 
BUICK GMC
3RD & ANN STREET, 

PARKERSBURG 
 304-485-4418

WWW.MATHENYMOTORS.COM

 ONE BLOCK 
FROM THE 

COURTHOUSE!

By STEVEN 
ALLEN ADAMS 
sadams@newsandsentinel.com 

CHARLESTON — West 
Virginia reached another 
grim milestone Tuesday with 
more than 5,000 state resi-
dents dead since the COVID-
19 pandemic started.

According to the state 
Department of Health and 
Human Resources, 5,021 
West Virginians have died 
from COVID-19 infections 
since the first death was 
reported on March 29, 2020 
– nearly two weeks after the 
state reported its first infection. 

According to the New 
York Times, West Virgin-
ia’s COVID-19 death rate 
since the beginning of the 

pandemic was 278 deaths 
per 100,000 people, ranking 
11th in the U.S. the state is 
averaging 22 deaths per day, 
with the 14-day change in 
deaths up by 26%. 

Speaking during a Tuesday 
coronavirus briefing at the 
Capitol, State Coronavirus 
Czar Clay Marsh said West 
Virginia ranks 14th national-
ly with the highest number of 
deaths per 100,000 people, 
with the state moving further 
up in rank over the last seven 
days. 

“Over the last week, we 
find ourselves the third most 
deaths per 100,000 in the 
country,” Marsh said. “These 
deaths are largely occurring 
in people who are not vacci-
nated or who have not active-

ly gone to get their boosters.” 
According to DHHR, 

active COVID-19 cases 
increased to 8,249 as of 
Monday, a 31.6% increase in 
active cases from 6,267 last 
Tuesday. It’s also an 83.3% 

increase in active cases since 
Thanksgiving Day nearly two 
days ago. 

The vast majority of the 
state’s 55 counties are either 
in the red for severe infection 
rates or high percent of posi-

tive, or orange – the next step 
down from red. Only Poca-
hontas County is in the green 
for low percent of positivity. 

Hospitalizations for 
COVID-19 are also trending 
back upward after dropping 
to 498 on Thanksgiving Day. 
The state reported 585 hos-
pitalizations as of Monday, a 
17.5% increase from Nov. 25 
when hospitalizations were 
at their lowest following the 
summer and fall delta vari-
ant surge. Cases admitted to 
intensive care units increased 
by 19.6%, from a delta low 
of 168 on Nov. 18 to 201 as 
of Monday. More than 78% 
of residents in hospitals are 
unvaccinated. 

By EVAN BEVINS
Staff Reporter

PARKERSBURG — 
The Wood County Board 
of Education approved the 
conveyance of the former 
Williamstown Elementa-
ry School to the City of 
Williamstown on Tuesday 
evening.

The move was one of 
multiple items unanimous-
ly approved on the board’s 
consent agenda during a 
relatively short meeting.

Students moved to the 
new Williamstown Elemen-
tary at 430 Caroline Ave., 
the former site of the Fen-
ton Art Glass plant, at the 
start of the 2020-21 school 
year. The former school, 
on Elizabeth Street, will be 
turned over to the city at no 
charge.

Contacted after the board 
meeting, Williamstown 
Mayor Paul Jordan said he 
expects Williamstown City 
Council to address the final 
steps to get the property 
transferred at its first meet-
ing in January. At least a 
portion of the building will 
be demolished.

Potential uses that have 
been discussed for the prop-
erty include an emergency 
shelter, community center 
or library.

Wood County Schools 
Superintendent Will Hosa-
flook said he is in the midst 
of visiting all the schools 
in the district and meet-

ing with student leaders 
to discuss topics like what 
the district can do better 
and how they feel about 
the mask mandate imposed 
near the start of the school 
year to combat the spread 
of COVID-19.

“It’s amazing how much 
thought the students have 
in terms of, ‘Hey, we just 
want to stay in school,’” 
he said.

Two parents with chil-
dren in the district have 
filed suit in Wood County 
Circuit Court seeking an 
injunction against the mask 
mandate.

West Virginia tops 5,000 COVID deaths

Photo Provided

After reading off a list of the ages of recent COVID-19 
deaths, Gov. Jim Justice encouraged the public to get vac-
cinated or get a booster.

∫ SEE BRIEFING, PAGE 9A

Photos by Evan Bevins

Wood County Schools Superintendent Will Hosaflook gives 
his superintendent’s update during Tuesday’s Board of 
Education meeting at the central office as board members 
Ron Tice, left, and Judy Johnson listen.

Wood BOE approves 
transfer of school property 

to City of Williamstown
State champions, 
teachers recognized 
at meeting

Hamilton Middle School 
teacher Hannah Eller, left, 
and Wood County Schools 
Superintendent Will Hosa-
flook display a certificate 
congratulating Eller for being 
named the West Virginia 
Art Education Association’s 
Middle School Art Educator 
of the Year during Tuesday’s 
Board of Education meeting.

∫ SEE BOE, PAGE 9A

PARKERSBURG — 
Veterans and members of 
local veteran organiza-
tions met at Point Park on 
Tuesday afternoon to lay 
wreaths in the Ohio River 
to honor those who lost 
their lives 80 years ago at 
Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 
1941. 

A veteran or represen-
tative from each military 
branch laid a wreath along 
with members on behalf of 
the local VFW, the Marine 
Corps League Detachment 
1087, the Veterans Muse-
um, House Calls Hospice, 
Disabled American Veter-
ans and Welcome Home 
Vietnam. 

Carlin’s Battery D, a 
Civil War reenactment 
group, fired a cannon three 
times to salute the fallen 
servicemembers. 

Photos by Candice Black 

Philip Johnston with Marie Corps League Detachment 1087 laid a wreath in the Ohio 
River at Point Park on Tuesday afternoon to honor the fallen servicemembers to who 
died at Pearl Harbor 80 years ago. 

Pearl
Harbor

Remembered

LEFT: Ted Cox, Bill 
Beardsley, Pat Lyons, 
Fred Cornell, Chuck Hall 
and Ryan Rolston with 
Carlin’s Battery D fired a 
cannon three times Tues-
day afternoon at Point 
Point to honor service-
members who lost their 
lives at Pearl Harbor in 
1941. 

By JAMES DOBBS
Staff Reporter

VIENNA — The Belpre Area 
Chamber of Commerce held its 84th 
Annual Dinner on Tuesday.

The dinner, at the Grand Pointe 
Conference and Reception Center 

in Vienna, featured 
“Secrets to Success in 
the MOV.” 

Ben Bradley, 
ReStore Director for 
Habitat for Humanity 
of the MOV, was the 
Master of Ceremonies 
for the evening. 

As part of the dinner, George 
Broughton, the owner of Brough-
ton Commercial Properties LLC and 
GWB Oil and Gas LLC, Angela 
Beck, owner of Boxers Bed and 
Biscuits, and Bob Rauch, owner of 
Main Street and Farson Street Car 
Washes and Parsons Storage, were 
interviewed by Chuck Helmick, 
BACC board of directors member, 
and shared a few secrets of their 
success in business. 

Belpre 
Chamber 
honors
members

Bradley

Photos by James Dobbs

Belpre Mayor Mike Lorentz, right, gives Kelly Cox, left, the key to the city at the 
Belpre Chamber of Commerce Dinner.

Angela Beck, left, shares a story of her success with advertising at the Belpre 
Area Chamber of Commerce Dinner. ∫ SEE CHAMBER, PAGE 9A

Print
Audience

Digital
Audience

24,913
Daily Readers

30,097
Sunday Readers

176,481
Monthly Unique Users

415,540
Monthly User Sessions

1,381,225
Monthly Page Views

Median age shows newspaper platforms well-distributed

Newspaper Readers*

53.5%
National News (55.8%)

Local Television Evening News (55.1%)

Visiting Newspaper Website

41.4%
Typical adult going online (43.8%)

Visiting Newspaper on Mobile

38.6%
Facebook (41.3%), Huffington Post (39.4%)

*Weekly newspaper readers
Source: Nielsen Scarborough: Median Age of 204,000 Respondents & Media Usage
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Classified Advertising RatesRetail Display Rates
Annual Bulk Space Rate (non-commissionable net)

Inches per Year Daily Sunday
100 ..........................................................$29.56 ..................... $30.69
200 .........................................................$28.20 ......................$29.56
300 .........................................................$27.17  ......................$28.51
500 ......................................................... $26.75 ..................... $28.04
750 .......................................................... $26.1 1  ......................$27.44
1,000 ..................................................... $25.90 ......................$27.04
1,500 .......................................................$25.44 ......................$26.70
2,500 ...................................................... $24.72 ...................... $25.73
3,500 ......................................................$23.82 ..................... $25.44
4,500 .....................................................$24.23 ......................$25.18
5,500 ..................................................... $24.00 ......................$24.92
6,500 ......................................................$23.66 ......................$24.63
7,500 ......................................................$23.42 ......................$24.38
10,000 ....................................................$23.19 ..................... $24.04

Rate per column inch 
1 time rate .............................................$35.99 ...................... $37.70
Church/Charity Rate .........................$21.60
In Memory .............................................$21.60
Happy Ads ............................................$21.60

1 color ......................$247 .............$242 ............. $236 ..............$231
2 color .....................$355 ............ $350 .............$345 ............. $339
Process color .......$427 ............ $422 .............. $417 ...............$412

 OPEN 13X 26X 52X

Color 
Rates

ANNUAL BULK
Minimum 3 Lines Per Day Daily Sunday
Open Space Rates per line  .............................$3.59 .............$3.73
Open Space Rate per inch ......................... $35.98 ...........$37.32

Inches per Year Daily Sunday
OPEN .....................................................$35.98 .......................$37.32
100 .......................................................... $23.78 ......................$24.70
200 .........................................................$22.90 ......................$23.78
350 ..........................................................$22.64 ......................$23.58
500 ......................................................... $22.22 ......................$23.24
1,000 .......................................................$21.30 ...................... $22.22
1,500 .......................................................$20.74 .......................$21.42
2,000 ....................................................$20.40 .......................$21.20
3,000 ......................................................$20.18 ..................... $20.86
5,000 ...................................................... $19.72 .....................$20.40
6,500 .......................................................$18.93 .......................$19.52
7,500 .......................................................$18.50 .......................$19.28

Consecutive publishing days
Minimum 3 Lines Per Day Daily Sunday
1 - 2 days -  Rates per line ...............................$3.59 .............$3.73
                    Rate per inch ........................... $35.98 ...........$37.32
3 - 6 days -  Rates per line  .............................$3.44 ............ $3.65                    
Rate per inch ................................................... $34.35 ..........$36.42
7 - 9 days -  Rates per line  .............................$2.99 ............ $3.34
                    Rate per inch ........................... $29.89 ..........$33.37
10 - 30 days -  Rates per line  .........................$2.68 ............ $2.99
                    Rate per inch ............................$26.76 ..........$29.88



Print Advertising
Retail Mechanicals:
•  1 Col = 1.583 inches  
•  2 Col = 3.266 inches  
•  3 Col = 4.949 inches  
•  4 Col = 6.632 inches  
•  5 Col = 8.315 inches  
•  6 Col = 10 inches

Classified Mechanicals:
•  1 Col = 1.19 inches  
•  2 Col = 2.448 inches  
•  3 Col = 3.707 inches  
•  4 Col = 4.965 inches  
•  5 Col = 6.224 inches  
•  6 Col = 7.483 inches
•  7 Col = 8.741 inches
•  8 Col = 10 inches

Maximum depth: 21 inches

Special Section/
Tabloid Mechanicals:
•  1 Col = 1.583 inches  
•  2 Col = 3.266 inches  
•  3 Col = 4.949 inches  
•  4 Col = 6.632 inches  
•  5 Col = 8.315 inches  
•  6 Col = 10 inches

Maximum depth: 10 inches

Double Truck
13 (17) col x 21 inch 

Full Page
6 (8) col x 21 inch 

3/4 Page
6 (8) col x 15.75 inch 

1/2 Page V
3 (4) col x 21 Inch

1/4 Page V
3 (4) col x 10.25 inch 

1/8 Page V
3 (4) col x 5 inch 

1/8 Page H
6 (8) col x 2.5 inch 

1/12 Page
2 col x 5 inch

1/24 Page V
1 col x 5 inch 

1/24 Page H
2 col x 2.5 inch 

1/48 Page
1 col x 2.5 inch 

1/4 Page H
6 (8) col x 5 inch 

1/2 Page H
6 (8) col x 10.25 inch

Mechanicals and Sample Ad Sizes
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Columns in the examples, 
listed with a number 

in parenthesis, 
i.e. “6 (8)” indicates

retail and classified columns.

Full Page
6 col x 10 inch 

Half Page V
3 col x 10 inch 

Half Page H
6 col x 5 inch 

1/4 Page V
3 col x 5 inch 

1/4 Page H
6 col x 2.5 inch 

Front Page
Advertising Options

3” x 3” Glossy Sticker
Daily Sunday
$1,200 .................................. $1,500
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Brand
Builders
Frequency BRAND advertising that 
uses small space ads allowing to consistently invite and 
welcome our readers to do business with you, while 
promoting your products and services several times per 
week  in print and Online at a third of the cost.

Online Brand Builders (200 x 200 pixels)
with UNLIMITED monthly impressions

are included with each Brand Builder package.

Preprint Program Rates
2 page .............................. $48 ...................$47 ....................$46 ....................$45 ................$44 ..............$41
4 page ............................. $60 ...................$59 ....................$58 ....................$57 ................$56 ..............$55
8 page ...............................$77 ................... $75 .....................$70 ....................$67 ................$62 ..............$57
12 page .............................$77 ................... $75 .....................$70 ....................$67 ................$62 ..............$57
16 page .............................$77 ................... $75 .....................$70 ....................$67 ................$62 ..............$57
20 page ............................$77 ................... $75 .....................$70 ....................$67 ................$62 ..............$57
24 page ........................... $85 ...................$79 .................... $77 .....................$73 ................$68 ............. $63
28 page ........................... $85 ...................$79 .................... $77 .....................$73 ................$68 ............. $63
32 page ........................... $85 ...................$79 .................... $77 .....................$73 ................$68 ............. $63
36 page ........................... $85 ...................$79 .................... $77 .....................$73 ................$68 ............. $63
40 page .......................... $85 ...................$79 .................... $77 .....................$73 ................$68 ............. $63

Commitment
Level Tab Pages

Non-
Contract

12 per
Year

26 per
Year

52 per
Year

75 per
Year

100+ per
Year

Preprints can appear in The Parkersburg News and Sentinel, Wednesday through Friday, and Sunday.

Reach the whole market
    with the Extra AdvertiserMultiple

Sizes
Available

Weekly publication that is delivered to area non-subscribers each Monday.

ADVERTISING DEADLINE: MONDAY AT 4:00 P.M. ONE WEEK PRIOR TO PUBLICATION.
Display Advertising Available ............................................................$6.00 per column inch
Classified Liners Advertising Available ............................................... CALL FOR PRICING

PRE-PRINTED INSERTS IN THE EXTRA ADVERTISER
MUST BE IN-HOUSE BY WEDNESDAY ONE WEEK PRIOR TO PUBLICATION

SIZE RATE
Single Sheet ...................................... $33.00
4 Tabloid .............................................$44.00
8 Tabloid/4 Standard ..................... $53.00
12 Tabloid/6 Standard ................... $63.00

SIZE RATE
16 Tabloid/8 Standard ................... $69.00
20 Tabloid/10 Standard .................$75.00
24 Tabloid/12 Standard + ..............$87.00



Digital Advertising Use our 
numbers to 
boost your 
numbers.

392K
Local News

Page
Views

712K
Obituary

Page
Views

142K
Home
Page
Views
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Let our website
help drive traffic
to your website.

We can link ads to your website,
Facebook page, or to an ad.

NewsandSentinel.com receives around 617,000 
page views per month, 
making it the perfect Online platform to reach 
your customers.

Ad Size Targeted Run of Site Open

Leaderboard  (728 x 90 pixels) 100K - $12cpm 100K - $11cpm Target - $14cpm
Skyscraper (160 x 600 pixels) 200K - $10cpm 200K - $9cpm ROS - $13cpm
Rectangle (300 x 250 pixels) 300K - $8cpm 300K - $7cpm 

Half Page (300 x 600 pixels) 100K - $15cpm 100K - $13cpm Target - $17cpm
 200K - $14cpm 200K - $12cpm ROS - $15cpm
 300K - $12cpm 300K - $11cpm 

Ads can be frequency, location on the site, day, time and geo targeted.  Discount occurs with volume.

Digital Display Sample Packages
Leaderboard on the 

Home Page for 12 months at
30,000 impressions

$24000
 per month

Skyscraper on the
Local News Page for 6 months at

13,500 impressions

$11500
 per month

Rectangle scheduled Run of Site for 
3 months at

75,000 impressions

$50000
 per month

Source: Google Analytics, Nov. 2020
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We cover it all – 
Reaching the MOV

TV Weekly
Our TV Weekly gives 
readers of both The Park-
ersburg News 
and Sentinel, as well as, 
The Marietta Times, a 
complete guide to weekly 
television programming. 
This readers’ favorite is 
an excellent venue to 
advertise in both 
markets at great rates.

MOV Currents
This quarterly glossy maga-

zine, which made its debut in 

2019, is a crowd favorite. It’s 

a great piece to keep on your 

coffee table and it always 

focuses on the Mid-Ohio 

Valley. 

The Parkersburg News and Sentinel prints a variety of 
special sections and pages throughout the year. This is a 

sample of what is planned for 2022.

• Parent - Monthly • Graffiti - Quarterly

January 
2022
Bridal Guide

February
2022
Progress

March 2022
March Madness

MOV Currents

April 2022
Belpre Expo

May 2022
Graduation

June 2022
Furever Friends

MOV Currents

July 2022
Family Life

August 2022
Pigskin Preview

September 2022
Alzheimer’s 
Awareness

MOV Currents

October 2022
Leave A Legacy
Readers’ Choice  

nomination

November 2022
Pet Calendar
MOV Currents

Reader’s Choice 
Top 5

December 2022
Readers’ Choice 

Winners 
& Finalists

COMMUNITY
WEDNESDAY, FEB. 19, 2020

WWW.NEWSANDSENTINEL.COM

PAGE 1AROARING INTO THE 20S
ROARING INTO THE 20S

WVU MEDICINE CCMC 

LOOKS FORWARD, PAGE 1B
CITY OF PARKERSBURG

MARKS 200 YEARS, PAGE 1C
PLEASANTS COUNTY LOOKS

TO BRIGHT FUTURE, PAGE 1D

INSIDEINSIDE

Two 100+ schools to close in spring

Williamstown-

Waverly first new

school since ’80s

By MICHAEL ERB

Staff Reporter

PARKERSBURG — Two of

Wood County’s oldest operating

public schools will close this

spring, but the county will open its

first new school in more than 30

years.
McKinley Elementary School

in Parkersburg and Williamstown

Elementary School in

Williamstown are slated to close

at the end of the 2019-20 school

year as part of a merger and con-

solidation plan for Wood County

Schools. Both opened in the early

1900s and have been in constant

use since. 
McKinley will merge with Jef-

ferson Elementary Center in the

fall. Worthington Elementary

School will close at the end of the

current school year and merge

with Emerson Elementary School

in the fall. 
Waverly Elementary School

also will close and merge with

Williamstown Elementary into the

new Williamstown Waverly Ele-

mentary School, which was built

on the site of the former Fenton

Art Glass plant and is expected to

open this fall. The new school is

part of a $41 mil-

lion facilities bond

project which also includes expan-

sion of Williamstown High School

in to a middle/high school, expan-

sion and renovation

of the Wood County

Technical Center in

south Parkersburg,

and roof replace-

ments throughout the

district. 
Williamstown-

Waverly Elementary

School is the first

new school built in

Wood County since

the 1980s. Officials

say it is the first step

in a plan to build sev-

eral new schools in

the county while

reducing the total number of

schools. The district currently has

27 schools, including 19 elemen-

tary schools, but has lost thou-

sands of student enrollments in

recent years. 

Both Williamstown Elementary

and McKinley Elementary are

more than 100 years old. Plans for

McKinley Elementary actually

began in 1892, when the property

at 19th and St. Mary’s Ave. was

first purchased. The school itself

opened in 1905 and is the oldest

currently operating school in

Wood County Schools. 

The cornerstone for

Williamstown Elementary School

was placed in 1907. The corner-

stone for the new school was

placed more than 100 years later

in 2018. 
But while both buildings have

been well-maintained over the

years, both have begun to show

their age and limitations in more

recent years.

A third floor of Williamstown

Elementary was removed years

ago when the building began to

tilt. Since then, the building has

continued to settle, and officials

reported issues with water and

flooding in the basement.

McKinley also has suffered

foundation and moisture prob-

lems, as well as difficulties in

upgrading electrical systems and

the demands of new technologies,

officials said. 

Neither building is ADA com-

pliant. 
Last October, the Wood County

Board of Education voted to close

and merge Williamstown and

Waverly elementary schools, and

to close Worthington Elementary

and McKinley Elementary to

merge them with Emerson Ele-

mentary and Jefferson Elementary

Center respectively. In November

of 2019, the state Board of Educa-

tion approved the plan.

A lawsuit seeking to prevent the

closure and consolidation of

Waverly Elementary School was

filed in December and has not yet

been resolved. 

The fate of the two oldest build-

ings is not yet known. 

Doddridge 

set to open

trade facility

for students
WEST UNION — Dod-

dridge County students will

soon have access to their

own trade facility where

they can learn skills and

become certi-

fied for the

workforce.
Accord-

ing to

Schools
Superin-
tendent Adam

Cheeseman, the Board of

Education gave the OK at

the meeting Dec. 3 to start

the bid process for the con-

struction company.

City Construction out of

Clarksburg will facilitate the

project. 
“From our understanding

they will mobilize the week

of Feb. 3. (We’re) right on

schedule on terms of where

we are hoping to be,”

Cheeseman said. 

Building the facility will

take between 10 and 12

months “which means we

will be all set to open up the

facility in the fall of 2021,”

Cheeseman said. 

Along with the new build-

ing, new programs will be

available, including courses

that center on HVAC sys-

tems, plumbing, diesel

mechanics, and an innovative

oil and gas program.

Cheeseman said the

development of those pro-

grams is

underway.

Instructors

for the

HVAC and

plumbing

and diesel mechanics course

have been hired. 

“We really hit a home run.

We were able to get a certi-

fied, licensed plumber who

has an extensive amount of

experience in HVAC as well.

We were fortunate to find a

person who has a good

amount of experience in both

of them,” Cheeseman said. 

The instructor for the

diesel mechanics courses

completed studies in a presti-

gious school in Nashville,

Cheeseman said, and was

already working in the school

system as a bus driver. 

The school system is part-

nering with MPLX, the oil

and gas processing plant in

the county, to develop a cur-

riculum for the oil and gas

program. 

Photo submitted

Increased enrollment numbers at West Virginia University at Parkersburg were brought about through the university

engaging with the local school districts and the community as a whole to bring students to their campus.

WVU-P sees increased enrollment

By BRETT DUNLAP

Staff Reporter

PARKERSBURG — West Vir-

ginia University at Parkersburg is

growing and solidifying its place as

an integral part of the community.

After seven years of enrollment

decline, WVU-P posted an 18 percent

head count and four percent FTE

(Full-Time Equivalent) increase

between the fall of 2018 and the fall

of 2019, WVU-P President Chris

Gilmer said.

The university doubled its early

college enrollment in one year, dou-

bled its workforce training hours

from 46,000 to 96,000 in one year

and secured two-thirds of the WVU

Parkersburg Proud

$3 million, three-

year goal in one year,

he said. 
‘‘In a national climate where

enrollment is on the decline, we were

up last semester four percent in full-

time students and 18 percent in head

count students,’’ Gilmer said. ‘‘We

are very proud of that.’’ 

So far, for the Spring 2020 semes-

ter, they are up 2.5 percent in Full-

Time Equivalent and nine percent in

head count enrollment. 

Gilmer said that is being accom-

plished “the old-fashioned way”

through a marketing campaign with

billboards all over the area and more

advertising than the university has

done before as well as reaching out to

local school districts. 

‘‘Really what we are doing is

rebuilding the most important thing

we do, our relationships with all of

the local school districts in our serv-

ice area,’’ he said. 

‘‘We are going out to them and

bringing them into us. We are sharing

information with the districts so they

feel good about recommending their

students to us. 
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Old and New
ABOVE: A postcard from 1907 shows McKin-

ley Elementary School, which opened in 1905

and is the oldest currently operated school in

Wood County. The school will close this spring

and merge with Jefferson Elementary Center.

AT LEFT: The new Williamstown-Waverly Ele-

mentary School, which is built on the site of the

former Fenton Art Glass plant in Williamstown

and will open this fall, is the first new school

built for Wood County Schools since the

1980s. 

∫ SEE SCHOOLS, PAGE 2A

∫ SEE DODDRIDGE, PAGE 4A

∫ SEE WVU-P, PAGE 3A

Seniors
Our monthly
Seniors publication 
is a great place to 
engage our aging 
population, as well 
as their caregivers. 


